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FACTORY
APPOINTED FOR
SALES AND

SERVICE

CLUB APPOINTED PARTS
DISTRIBUTOR FOR
ALPINE, TURBO 2

+ GTA

RADBOURNE RAGING
ALPINE GTAV6 + TURBO  213-217 THE BROADWAY

RENAULL

LONDON SW19

’ZZ] TEL: 01-540 9991
PRRIOAMANCE SBNVYAR B

—ROADSPEEL- &
PERFORMANCE & SERVICING

Unit 7, Wallbridge Industrial Estate, Bath Road, Stroud, Glos. GLS 3JA Tel 0453 750864

ENGINE AND TRANSMISSION REBUILDS
FROM STANDARD TO COMPETITION SPECIFICATION.

SUSPENSION, STEERING AND BRAKE MODIFICATIONS
AND SETTING UP.

ROLLING ROAD TUNING OF CARBURATION AND
INJECTION SYSTEMS.

®
FOR ALL CARS BUT PARTICULARLY ALPINES.

®
THE UK -4LPINE CENTRE
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sweatshirt
light blue with C,A.R. logo £ 13.50

ENGLAND 90 souvenir tee-shirt
available while stocks last £ B8.00

C.A.R. tee-shirt

white with C.A.R. logo £ 7.00

Prices 1include postage & packing. Don't
forget to state the size required - S, M, L, XL
Please send payment with your order,
cheques made payable to C.A.R. Ltd., to:
Mre Diane Hayton, 15A Church Walk,

Sstourport on Severn, Worcs. DY13 OAL
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-
CHAIRMAN

The Annusl General Meeting held at Syon Park, London was successful, although poorly
attended. On the plus side we now have more General Committee Members, but on the
negative eide we are without some officers, most lmportantly a Secretary. This post
in particular is vital to the efficient running of the Club. So it there are any
prospective candidates out there, please ring either Nick Barltrop or myself.

On a happler note it was pleasing to observe that subscription rates will remain as
of last year, England 90 being a main source of Club funds.

May I thank the outgoing Committee for their involvement in the Clubs tirst year and
welcome the new, for the coming year, and tinally offer my compliments to the Editor
for an excellent magazine.

Mike Hayton

EDITOR

And my compliments to the contributors to this issue. The end of the year has seen
some excellent Alpine evenis lake place and I'm pleased that we have been able to
publish full reports of some of the best. Le Journal only starts to take shape as
your articles arrive on my doorstep, and the material received over the past lew
weeks has made 1t a pleasure to compile this edition. The format is becoming
established, with regular features and columns which provide an interesting and
entertaining 24 pages. Or does 1t7? Should we have more technical intormation, more
road-tests, the recipe tor A.S5 A N 's Alpine Gateaux perhaps? We can't measure the
success of Le Journal in terms of sales, and must ask tfor your views and comments.

5o, page 5, letters to the Editor. Dear Sir...

Also 1n this 1issue 1s the first part of a major feature on the V6 Renault Gordini
Turbos. This important documentation ot Alpine history started in the Mille Miles
issue of June 1989, and will also appear in the Alpine Post magazine published by the
Le Turbot club of Germany. Much painstaking research has produced an accurale and
truly fascinating record of this period of motor racing history. My thanks to lan
Anderson for taking on the major task of translating this.

well, it's almost December, so I can't resist saying it: Have a very merry Christmas

and a happy New Year!
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Nick Barltrop



LE JOURNAL In Brief...

The official news magazine of C. A. R. NEWSLETTER
Club Alpine Renault G.B. |

———————————————————————————————————————————— Following this issue of Le Journal, we shall

ISSUE NUMBER 5 : NOVEMBER 1990 now also publish a newsletter each month
------------------------------------------- between editions of the magazine. This will
Contents: Page provide up to date news of events, and allow
Club Members toc advertise.
C.A.R. lelsurewear offer 1 -
Reports 2 e e
Contents 3
In Brief 3-4 C.A.R. NATIONAL COMMITTEE
Letters 5
Events Review 6-7 Following the Annual General Meeting, Club
The 19th Targa Rusticana 8-9 Members have offered to join the Committee
The 1990 Tour Ile de Beaute 10 to fill vacant positions. We are pleased to
Petites choses 11 welcome Mr Trevor Parker as Treasurer, and
The Odyssey of the V6 Renault Gordini 12-17 Mr Keith Hope-Lang as Press Officer. We
The Four-Wheel Drive Alpine 18 still require both Secretary, and Soclal
The A110 Register 19 Secretary. If ‘you feel you can contiribute to
'You Are Here...' 20 your Club, please contact Mike Hayton on
Club Registrars list 21 02993 5167, Mike will be pleased to give an
For Sale & Wanted 23 outline of what may involved in the post.
Membership Application 20
Editor: Nick Barltrop C. A.R. SOCIAL MEETING
Phot os: David Anthony Paul Sage has arranged a social meeting at
Chris Rabbets The Alleyns Head 1in Dulwich, for Sunday
Nick Barltrop November 25th. This informal gathering will
| give owners the chance to meet and talk
Contributors: Ian Anderson Alpine over 1lunch, with & possibility of a
Chris Rabbetis video show afterwards.
Peter Robinson
Hector Mackenzie-Wintle For all details, and to book lunch, please
Mike Hayton contact Paul as soon as possible:
Laban Price
Tel. 081 670 7007
Acknowledgements; Translation of =  ———————————— - s e
The Odyssey of the V6 Renault Gordini from FRONT COVER PHOTO

Mille Miles magazine No. 18, June/July 1969
———————————————————————————————————————————— Our front cover photo was taken by Chris

LE JOURNAL is published quarterly by C.A.R. Rabbets during the 1980 Tour Ile de Beaute:
Limited trading as Club Alpine Renault G.B. ten points for guessing that this 1s the
at 77 Idmiston Rd, Stratford, London EI1D 1RG main street of Zonza.

Printed by B.EB.Printers, Highbury, London N5 For a full report on the event see page 10.
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———————————————————————————————————————————— IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF LE JOURNAL
All contributions are welcome., We reserve

the right to reject or edit or ievise Alpine Goes Racing: The epic of a great
material as we see fit, The act of French Margue,

submitting manuscripts and or materilals

shall be considered an express warranty that Technical: Replacing worn door-hinges

such materilial 1is original <{(unless stated

otherwise’, and in no way infringes upon the Renault 5 Turbo — The engine 'kits’.

rightse of others. The views or comments

expressed in these psges are not necessarily 1991 Events Calender

those of the Editor or Committee or
Directors of C.A. R4 Limited or Club Alpine

Rensault G, B. ... and much more!
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In Brief. ..

HISTORIC RALLIES

New Regulations for Historic Rallying were
approved by the RAC British Motor Sports
Council on 20th September. These will apply
from January 1st 1981, but the mandatory
application of the detailed vehicle
regulations, the class structures and the
event regulations delayed wuntil January
1892. These regulations will apply to
rallies up to and including national status;
international rallies will etil]l be subject

to FISA appendix K. Up to now, no nationsal

vehicle vehicle regulations have been
applied to  historic rallies in Great
Britain, so that diferent motor clubs were

able to apply their own ideas to each event.
This made it difficult for competitors to

prepare their cars to comply with the
various differing requirements. Two
categories of car have been detfined: 1.
Historic Rally Cars. These must have been
registered before 3ist December 1867 and be
in stendard condition or titted only with

period modifications. For example, a Ford
Anglia 105E fitted with a 1500cc Cortins
pushrod engine will be acceptable, but the

same car fitted with a modern overhead cam
motor will not. 2. Post Historic Rally Cars.
These must have been regisestered between 1st
January 13968 and 31st December 1974 and be
in standard condition or fitted only with
period modifications. For example a Hillman
Avenger tfitted with a contemporary Ford
engine will be acceptable, but the same car
fitted with a Sierra Cosworth motor will
not. The recommended classes for Historic
Rally Cars which concern us have capacity
divisions of up to 1000cc, 1000 to 1300cc,
1300 to 1600cec, 2000 to 2b00cc and over
2500cc. For Post Historics there will be two
classes: up to 1600cc and over 10600cc.
Safety requirements are also included in the
regulations. Although the principle of
clearly defining Regulations for Classic
Rallies must be welcome, there 1is a great
deal of controversy regarding the specific
details. It has been suggested that the
engine regulations in particular are poorly
defined, and will allow ‘hol rods' - 1. e.
cars from the correct period but with quite
inappropriate engines substituled - to
compete. While the Hillman Avenger 1in the

R.A.C.'s example could compete legally with
this would be outside the

a Ford V6 engine,

spirit of the sport. Regs concerning
paintwork and tyres have also  been
criticised: these may actually exclude some
important historic cars. The debate will

continue tor for some time. Detalls from
our Competition Secretary or the R. A C,

A

HISTORIC RALLY OF GREAT BRITAIN

The K.A.C. have announced this new event
will take place in March 1891, Starting from
Bath on Thursday March 7th, the 100 mile
route travels over socme of the most scenic
roads ol Central Wales and the West Country.
The Rally finishes in Torbay on Sunday March
10th, There will be 19 tests 1in total:
Special Tests of up to 3 miles on asphalt
roads, designed to test the skills of bolh
crew members, and Regularity Sections run
over c¢lassic mountain roads 1in darkness,
navigation will be by marked maps. The
maximum entry will be 120 cars, with entries
costing £450 per car. Regulations are
avallable from the R. A.C.
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Dominique Pascal

This is the definitive work for all Alpine
fans. Tracing the hislory ot Lhe marque trom
the tirst prototypes, 1t describes the
development of all the cars up to the last
A310 models. The 413 pages include separate
chapters. on the Le Mans cars, single
seaters, Alpines in competition etc. A
spectial section lists the competition
successes f{rom 1960 to 1880. The text is in
French, but the superb pholtos - on almost
every page ~ make it a pictorial history for
non French-speakers. Many of the
illustrations are full-page colour photos
showing Alpines at their best. Our price ot
£45 represents a saving over the usual
price, and includes postage and packing.

¥ R ¥

GUIDE ALPINE:
année.

Tous les modéles année par
Christian Descombes

The latest Alpine book was published just =
few months ago, and reviewed in the August
Le Journal. This 128 page hardback covers
every model produced at Dieppe, i1ncluding
the 5 Alpine/Gordini and turbo versions, the
many variations of the 5 Turbo, and of
course, each and every Alplne up to and
including the GTA Le Mans. French text.
£22.50 1ncluding postage and packing.

¥ ¥ ¥ %

Order from:
Club Alpine Renault, 57 Launceston Drive,
Hugglescote, Coalville, Leicester LE6 ZHW
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... 1deal Chrisimas gifts for Alpine fans




Dear Sir!

Dear Editor

John Davenport's grin was a f{reat
when we hailed him from the A110 in
the paddock at Silverstone,
Al though race managing an M3 BMW
during the 500K Esso Saloon Car
round he still found {ime for a
brief chat and photo session,
John's overiding memory of his
works outings in a Berlinetie was
one of unease caused by the
proximity of the front wheel to his
legs and tuel to his back, He
chuckled at the memory of an in car
misfortune experienced on the
Concentration for the 1972 Monte,
Ove Anderson was as usual pressing
on in some style when Davenport
lost control of & tub of yoghurt,
The ever present vroof lining
received the entire contents of his
woulda-be  strawberry snack and
Anderson had to endure many &
kilometre with 1ts steady drip back
onto his overalls,

Pascal records Davenport's last
momente behind the wheel of the car
as a spectators push 1t away with &
broken qearbox, "A great shame"
John commented  with typical
understatement,

Regards, Richard Woore

See page 177 or Dowinique Fascals
‘Alpine’, £d,

Dear Club Alpine Renault

The DAF headlight units featured in
the last magazine to fit AIIDs can
probably also be obtained from the
DAF  Owners Club, contact Steve
Bidwell on 024t 822928, My own
experience of obtaining parts
through Volvo dealers has Dbeen

expensive, e,g, cam cover gaskets
for my A310 Vb were  twice the
price of the same item obtained at
speclalist Feugeot Farts
outlet,

Yours sincerely,
Chris Marsden

A e e R T e W S e S e W e e -

Dear Monsieur Barltrop

I am a member of the Alpine Club
A,B.C.,, I hope that you can come to
my assistance, Fanatid of  the

A ——— s o e

Your letters

John Davenport and Alpine at Sllverstone circuit

Berlinettés (in particular the 1300
gordini), but also of Formula I,
can you help me obtain programmes
and posters from the British
Formula I Grand Prix, [ will be
very happy 1if you are able to help
NE,

Yours, Rolland Bourge
9 Rue de la Source, Cocherel, 77440
Lizy sur Ourcq, France,

If any Club Nembers are able to
help & Trellow enthusiast, please
contact ei1ther myself or ARolland
directly, £,

Dear Mick

The North Wales & North West Sub-
section of the Renault

Owners Club is now organising their
first major event, This will be a
gathering ot Renault cars in the
Vale ot Llangollen over the weekend
of 11th and 12th May, 1991, at the
Wild Pheasant Hotel, Llangollen,

As far as we are aware, this will
be the tirst gathering of the
Renault Owners Club ever to be held
in Wales,

During the weekend, there will be
various competitions, culminating
in a8 Pride of Ownership showing
which will be judged by a local

= m‘

Renault Dealer, There will be
dinner in the hotel on Saturday
night,

I am writing to invite members of
Club Alpine Renault to join us on
the weekend, either for the
complete weekend or just for Sunday
May 12th,

e can offer vyour Members an
eventful weekend, and from our
point of view, it will give those
of us who are interested in
Alpines, but can only aspire to
ever owning one, an opportunity to-
talk to 'the experts’',

It will be some time before details
of the event can be made final, but
we will be delighted to send these

details should your <c¢lub Dbe
interested in taking part,

Yours Eincerely,
Fred Doyle

Nore Information will appear in the
February Journal, Ed, |

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are welcome
on any topic - on the Club in
general, on any aspect of Alpine,
but especially on Le Journal,

- :




Croix en Ternois

The Hotel Windsor, Calais, was the meeting
place for 'les pilotes' en route for Croix
en Ternoils 1980. At around 10.30 am the
small band of 'les Anglaises' set oft tor
the Chateau Valfosse, near Hesdin whereupon
our late arrival = was recelved with
mutterings of "5acre bleue"” from the chief
organiser, Pierre Henquenet. "Where "ave you
been?" "Lost." "Lost? Where, Boulogne, 1in
the supermarket?" "No." "Oh." Thankfully
though, Pierre had delayed lunch, pending
the arrival of the 'navigators'.

One hour 1later, and sufficiently fed and
watered, a quick look at the opposition and
then off on the treasure hunt (Rallye
Touristique), organised by the ever
efficlent Yves Pinsard.

And off to Montreuil, 'a city which became
famous owing to a novel of Victor Hugo'.
Question number 1: What was this novel?
Easy. Now, which famous guest was welcome in
the Hotel de France of this town? Quick,

= e e

noen
11111

follow the yellow Alpine!
And in the courtyard of the
hotel we find the answer to
this and a couple more
questions, by looking over
the shoulder of the yellow
Alpine's driver at his
sheet. Nine more questions
and many kilometres later,
we finally find the start to
the second stage of the
rally. Around the country
lanes we actually overtake a
few competitors on one
section. These are the cars
with low spoilers, taking it
easy on bumpy roads. Anyway,
they all pass us when I miss
a turning.

Yves - he gets everywhere - awaits with
refreshments at the end of this and the
start of the next stage. This 1s a fast road
section with no tulip diagrams, Jjust pace
notes, and is the best fun I've had since -
well no, I won't go into that. And all we
have to do now 1s take some cress back to
Valfosse. Cress? A convoy of very nolsy cars
- with us bringing up the rear - finally
stumbles across a roadside cress stall. What
a stroke of 1luck! Rumour has 1t that the
lady proprieter was Yves in drag... Well,
there was a slight resemblance. Back at the
Chateaux we are pursuaded into a timed
wheel-changing contest, while the answers
are inspected.

As the last competitors return, a reception
complete with jazz band gets underway. We
hear tales of the herolc search for Hindu
cemeteries, watermills and cress. Only later
do we hear tales of a convoy of three
English cars, which became confused at s

roundabout. Having
circulated in a clockwise
direction (1), they
travelled a considerable

distance on the wrong side
of +the road, fortunately
without incident.

The prizegiving was followed
by & superb meal, after
which participants were
treated A.5.A.N. style to
the Alpine Gateaux, which
tasted every bit as good as
it looked, More wine, 'W
(yes, Mike? I must have
missed that!) and song
brought to a close a very
busy and enjoyable day.

Sun and Sunday - what more




could everyone want for, except strong black
coffee, before setting out for the circuit
on this beautiful cloudless day.

The approaches to Croix have been
drastically altered for the better, giving
easler and safer access for both competitors
and spectators. This year A.S.A.N. have had
sponsorship +from Renault 1in
during the early morning were demonstrating
the superb roadholding capabilities of the
GTA. They were certainly making very short
work of the circuit indeed, insomuch that
they were quite unfussy, and very quick.

Bl

Untimed practice began at 10.00 hours with a
Renault 5 demonstrating that 1t is posible
to go all round the circuit 1in every
direction except forwards. On the other hand
1t was a treat to see the French guy in a
purple 1600 5C, driving lap after lap with
complete perfection,

Amongst the more interesting cars was an
A110 four wheel drive: the body started
about 4' from the ground, bilzzare I say!

which one could have

Also a full race GTA,
listened to all day.
The organisers were very pleased with the
weekend which amounted to approx. 200
vehicles, As far as clubs are concerned,
Club Alpine Renault walked away with a
magnificent cup, presented to Hon. Chairman
for the best turnout from any one club: some
35 English enthusiasts made the trip
altogether - Thankyou A.S. A. N.

Mike Hayton
Nick Barltrop

Lille, who

and:

Only twenty-one examples of the U.S. market .
Renault Alpine were built, all during 1986.
The takeover of Renault's U.S. partner, the
American Motors Corporation, by Chrysler

~meant that the project was abandoned before

full production got underway. The car road
tested by Automobile magazine in summer 1987
was chassls number 000031, which may suggest
that either the chassis-numbering was not
sequential, or that some cars were not
completed. It is certainly true that several
U.S.- specification chassis were wvisible in
the Dieppe factory during late 1888. Apart
from the obvious characteristics of pop-up
headlamps and more  substantial elde-
mouldings, there were important differences
between European and U, S. models. The
chassis was reilnforced to meet American
regulations, with a different substructure
at the front. The battery is mounted under
the left-hand wheel arch, for example. This,
and struts for the deformable bumpers,
larger radiator, air-conditioning condenser
and anti-lock braking system resulted in an
overall weight gain of some 220 1lbs. The
front-to-rear weight distribution ratio
became 39/61% for these cars, against 36/64%
tor the GTA we know and love. Although the

extra weight affected performance, the
additional mass at the front improved
cornering stability. The road-springs are

actually slightly longer, although spring
rates are the same, making the car sit a
little higher. Performance is not as good as
‘our' GTA's with a maximum power of 180 Bhp
at 53900 rpm. ALl were turbos, by the way.

Zero to sixty mph came up in 6.7 seconds,
top speed was 147 mph. Jean Rédélé has one;
this example was spotted in the paddock at
this years Croix en Ternois meeting. NB
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The 19th Targa Rusticana ' _

To quote John Dsvenport
writing in
News after the Targa:
“If nostalgia could be
bottled, then Yves 5t
Laurent should have
been in LLandrindod
Wells 1last weekend as
the real thing was
being exuded
wholesale". If you read
that and are still none
the wiser, then perhaps
1 should explain.

During the sixties and
early seventies a rally
organised by the Oxtord
University Mot or
Drivers Club was Lhe
road rally of the year.
Using maps 147 and 148
and based around the
Metropole Hotel
LLandrindod Wells, the
Targa Ralliy was the
test for the best 1n
road rallying Crews.
Past winners have
included Pat Moss, John
Sprinzel, Malcolm
Gibbs, Will Sparrow and
John Bloxhamn. Looking
at old entry 1lists will
show for i1instance that
in 13963 when Pat Moss

won, Roger Clark, Roy
Fidler, Vic Elford,
Sidney Allard, Bill
Bengry, Peter FProctor

and Anne Hall were =all
entrants.

The 18th and last Targa
was held 1n 1973 at a
time when road rallying
was more and more under
the scrutiny of the
Authorities. It was won
by Russell Brookes 1in a
Brooklyn Mexico and,
when the cars on this
classic road rally were

flagged away on a sunny
October day in 1880, it
was only fitting that

he should be holding
the flag.
I first heard of the

- avent when an old
friend and co—-driver of

mine,
told by FPeter Rushforth

Motoring

Tony Fettle, was

that the Targa was to
be revived as an
Historic Event. It
appeared that we were a
little late in applying
and that the entry was
somewhat |

oversubscribed. A foray
into the attic produced
a list that proved 1
had finished the Targa
in *'71, and 1 was sure
that we were around
when the Mexico rally

THE
TEST

FOR

THE
BEST

IN
ROAD—
RALLYING

championshilp was in
full tlow 1in 1973. That
should have ensured we
obtained an entry, and
in any case at least I
would have the only
Alpine.

Wrong....! Out of the
woodwork came another
four: Dave Astbury with

his similar 1966
Alpine, Trevor Parker
with a *71 model he had
imported from
Switzerland, Richard
Tyzack 1in his example
from BSpain and Chris

Knowles—Fitton with a
' 71 group IV model
which appeared to Dbe
the most sultably
prepared for this type
of event. In the new
R. A. C. classification
this represented two
Historic Rally Cars
(pre 31.12.67) and
three FPost—-Historilc
cars (1. 1. 68 —
31.12.74). with an
ability to pick winners

that escapes me 1in any
form of betting
involving money, I had
entered Dave, Chris and

myself in a team — Team
Alpine, (resisting
Chris's pseudo-Latin

equivalent name! ).

The rally combined all
of the features of the
many Targa's of old,

starting with t i med
driving tests around
cones, embarking on
long regularity
sections and tinishing

with a tive hour plot-
and—-bash section around
some ot the best known

rallyling roads in
Wales, incliuding the
tamous Tregaron -
Abergwysn mountain
road., To enable
everyone to have a tailr
chance of SUCCess, a

class—improvement
met hhod of calculating

final results ensured
even car number one, a
1929 Rolls Royce
doctors coupe, had a
fair chance of winning
come lunchtime on
Sunday.

My less happy memories
of the rally consist ot

having a wheel Jam
unnder the wheel arch on
the tirst test,

etarting another down-
hill with the engine
switched off ({2 and
then getting a puncture
right at the end ot the
first regularity
section —- a delay which
was 1impossible to make
up and scuppered us for
the rest of the night.

However the rally
represented a classic
example ot the British
attitude to sport - it

is not the winning but
the taking part, etc.

This spirit
predominated over the
whole weekend, plenty

of Yves St Laurent,
everybody happy to help

W
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Peter Robinson

esch other even to the’

detriment of their own
"success and, above all,

no protests. Was this
really a re-run of the

old rally? Certainly
not the atmosphere that
prevailed in the late
sixties and early
seventies!

Come the night the real
rallying started in
earnest and the real
old memories came
flooding back with long
dices with Chris and
Richard, some of these

lasting for ten or

fifteen minutes over
the best lanes  and
nearby scenery that
Wales could throw at
us! Early retirement
came from Trevor Parker
when, in his tirst
drive since 1importing
his car at the end ot
last year, a wheel
bearing
him cut toO
halt where he realised
it was
nroceed.

of f by a bus
pushed by &
hippiles (I've
them all now. .. !J,
Richard Tyzack also

left the fray here when

a top engine problem
forced him onto three
cylinders. However by

now I think he had got
" the bug and will no
doubt be rethinking his
next years historic

expired making:
the petrol

pointless to
He had already.
wrong slotted when put
being
group of.
heard

F GORDINI INLET MANIFOLDS FOR A110 &
BIG VALVE CYLINDER HEADS FOR 5 G CONVERSIONS

racing plans. Both Tony:
and Chris <(with:

and I,

Ron Crellin) had clean

csheets at this stage
(i, e. hadn't dropped
any time! ). - Dave
Astbury, or at least
his partner, was
beginning to suffer

from the |
‘'mal de navigateur' and
as a consequence had to
cut a couple ot
controls in the second

TEAM
ALPINE. ..
CAME
AVWAY
WIiITH
THE
TEAM
PRIZE

half to

finisher in the top
sixty.

Chris was going from
strength to strength.
Also an ex—Targs
competitor and having

the expertise of Ron
alongside him, he was
now back 1n the top

twenty atter earlier:
experiencing a typical
Alpine regularity
problem... how do you
average exactly 28. 3

mph with a speedo
reading in Kilometres,

SAILV SACCO AL PINE & GORDINI

effects of

" driving tesis

quality as

T didn't meet

different gearing and
70% profile tyres?
Practice, measurement

and careful preparation
I suppose. We did not
even have any dashboard
lights! We pulled wup:
some filfty places on
the night section after
our disastrous start
but' a slight wrong slot

in the second half of

the night section lost
us our clean sheet and
60 we only made the
mid-  thirties by the
end.

Unlike the old Targas,
with the night section
finished and the bar
successtully

circumnavigated or
otherwise we had the
luxury ot a nights

sleep (or at least halt
a night>), A ftew more
tollowed
on Sunday, with B,
Mayor's reception and
an excellent -lunch
preceding the results
and prizeglving.

anyone
who wasn't ready to
enter agailin next year
and whilst for Team
Alpine... we came away:
with the Team Marque
prize, achieved against
the regular teams of
cld hands with their
Minis, big Healeys,
MGBs, Sprites,
Cortinas, Jaguars and
Rileys.

An excellent event.

"TUNIX NG

A110 1600S INLET MANIFOLDS FOR 45 DCOE

102 DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS PLEASE SEND S.A.E. FOR CATALOGUE

INLET MANIFOLDS FOR NON-CROSSFLOW ENGINES FOR G&INGLE DCOE WEBER
RENAULT 8 # KENAULT 10 ¥ RENAULT 12 £55

NEW!
AllC ¥

" Salv Sacco 10 Burnsall Close, Pendeford, Wolverhampton WV3 DRU

Tel 0902 785009 after 7pm
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Tour lle de Beaute

k § have - mentioned
@slsewhere in this issue
that I had intended to

take part in the

"~ Rallye Touristique of
Corsica, planning to
make this the ftirst

outing for my Al1l10 V85
1800, Your Editor has
pureuaded me that the
full story of this
excellent event, and
how we came to take
part, must be told.

A couple of months
after applying, my
cheque was returned
with a letter
explaining that the
list of 120 cars had
been full for sometime
but that we could have
a place on the 1991
Tour. Our holiday plans
hinged around our
participation in the
event 80 a change of
plan was made. We would

still go but Jjust to
watch the fun. We
booked the c¢car ferry
from Marsellles to
AJaccio for Wednesday
3rd October, knowing

that the event would be
on the same boat &0
that we might get some
information about the
route,

“The event is really one
for Al110's but there
were a few other cars
included. As we were 1in
the A310 we were asked
1f we were taking peart,
The situation about our

late application was
explained to the
organisers who saild
that wa could still
participate as there

were “one or two people
who had not turned up.

Naturally we accepted
and our arrival at
Ajaccio the next
morning saw us armed
with the Rally pack,

road book, marked map
and plates for the car.

1990 -

We left
headed

at Corte, about
hours away by mountain

road. On reaching the
parc
opened and
ate, & thunder storm
raged cutside. The
afternocn run was back
through the mountlains
to Lozario on the north

whilst we

coast for the night.
During this run there
was a very short timed
trial. Friday's route
was back into the

mountains to Bastia and
then south along the
coast to Favone tor the
night wvia another short

timed +trial. Saturday
saw us heading south
again through Porto
Vecchioc, and then 1nto

the mountalns agalin ftor
lunch at Quenza and the
last 1leg through the
mountains to Ajaccio.

With both a marked map
and a detailled road
book 1t was 1mpossible
to get lost. There were
numer ous assistance
cars 1in attendance and
& couple of recovery
vehicles with car
trailers to help any
one 1n trouble; there
was even a doctor
travelling with the
eveht, Timing Was

extremely loose with a
time given when you set
out in the .

e

........................
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Ajaccio- and -
straight ., into
the mountains for' Lkunch
three..

ferme the heavens -

morning and

a time for the morning
and . atternoon seclion
given in the rocad book.
There were no penalties
for early. or late
arrival 60 that YyOou
could travel at vyour
own pace. SHome of the
mountalin roads were a
bit rough but all were
tarmac and mosl were

billiard table smooth.
The only things we had-
to buy were liquid
refreshment for
ocourselves awand the car.
The car needed to be
fit, particularly the
brakes and the cooling

system, we spent whole
mornings in lst, second
and third gear; the

A310 coped well without
any | special
preparation.

We made lots ot tftriends
and we have decided

that once vyou get to
know them almost all
French people speak
some English; 1ike us
they need some

encouragement to do so.

For 13891 our
spplication 1s already
in and we have plans to
take a team of cars
down with wus. One or
two people have shown
an interest and I have

application forms for
anyone else who is
interested in this
Alpine experience 'par

excellence'.,.

. e




PETITES CHOSES

I am never quite sure whether, when the wvehicle
which is the apple of one's eye, apparently goes
up in value more than the other things which one
is used to, it is a good thing or & bad one.

Does one smile smugly and think ‘clever fellow -
he knows how to pick the winners® or 'well, that's
the end of inexpensive motoring and exclusivity,
'cos some know—-all haes blown the whistle'?

I am lett rather cold by the fact that some upper
class twit can afford to tool around in Daddy's
Ferrari without toco much of a care as to whether
the valuable item may be despoiled; as a lover of
cers (in general) and some marques in particular,
I am saddened that a genuine Ferrari enthusiast
will never be able to own the car of his dreams,
unless he robs the local bank.

To be more specifically Alpine, I am saddened that
a Berlinette which one could pick up for under
five grand as recently as 1988 1s now worth at
least twice thst tigure and is probably a vehicle
in need of considerable TLC. The fact that it 1s
plastic and based on commonplace Renault saloon
parts has apparently not stopped the artefact
collectors going tor it, now that your run-of-the-
mill Alfas and Lancias have alsoc shot out of reach
of your average enthusiast.

Honestly, 1t is difficult to believe that we will
ever again have within the ranks of CAR the

proverbial impecuniocus enthusiast, because ten
grand 1s a lot of dosh. And this leads me to the
inexorable conclusion that our club may

unfortunately become the province of posers ‘and
those who can't afford & Ferrari, but who want
something different and it may as well be a good-
looking Frog as a solid Kraut <(viz. VW Scirroco)
or somesuch.

It 18 all very well to pat each other on the back
and congratulate each other that we have such good
taste as to buy an Alpine or Renault 5 Turbo df
we're lucky’, but that is not enough to keep a car
club going through thick and thin, no matter how
much money one throws at the problem of keeping
such an organisation together. To love a car and
to therefore join a club catering for that type ot
car 1s not enough; clubs have to have a life and
the blood that pumps through 1its wveins 1s the
selflessness of 1ts members to do that which needs
to be done.

Do you really believe that you have done that? I
hope so0, or CAR is not long tor this world. If you
can't answer 'yes' 1in good faith, then 1it's not
too late to make your contribution <(and not Jjust
in money). I hope you have got the message....

HN\V

11



I

Amédée Gordini ~ incognito
among the crowd at Magny Cours
during an R8 Gordini Cup race

The V6 Renault Gordinl 2 litre

EL.EVEIN years ago, as
summer was coming 0 an end, two
events were to make & lasting
impression on the world of
motorsport, The death of Awedeée
Gordini, and then & fev weeks
later, the first victory of a

turbocharged engine in Formula [,
whilst the Sorcerer frow Boulevard
Victor was no more, his name was
becoring 2 legend, engraved next to
'Renault' on the rocker covers of
the 1500cc Ve Turbo with which
Jean-Pierre Jabouille had just won
the French Grand Prix,

This mwaiden victery in Formula |
was the just reward for the hard
work undertaken at Dieppe in the
Alpine factory, at Viry-Chatillon
at the Renault-Bordini werks and in
Billancourt, [t was the fruit ot
wuch effort by a group of patient
and methodical wmen working within
the FRenault Sport Team, On this
day, July 1st 1979, on the Dijon-
Prenois circuit, this historic
victory was to mark the beginning
of a nev era in Grand Prix racing,
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The whole team could be proud of. engines, This was largely because  however continue in the U.8.A,,

the task that had been achieved,

It was, after all, no wean feat for.
turbocharged

this smal]l 1500cc
engine to achieve victory over the
besi engines of the day: the 3
litre atmospherics from Alfa Rowmeo,

Ferrari and Cossorth, There is no

goubt that, somwhere up there in

the engine builders’ heaven, Amédée
Gordini was smiling, After all, the
sages from Poreche and Cosworth had
condemmed the Turbo as a &rand Prix

racing engine, had they not?

THE TECHNOLOGICAL CHALLENGE

When the Renault Sport Fl  furbo

project got off the ground at the

end of 1975, the turbocharger was

already well established as the
dominant {orce in Indy racing over
in the United States, In Europe, on
the rther hand, it Porsche and BMY

were showing signs ot interest in
this particular configuration, it

was purely for &7 and Sports
Prototype racing, Renault had been
campaigning in endurance races for
2 year now with a sports car
powered by a turbocharged engine:
-the Alpine Renault Ad42 V6 Turbe,
but was the only mwanufacturer at

‘that time to consider adapting the

turbocharger for fl,
Before this, to tfind evidence of
the presence of forced induction in

a Grand Prix, one wmust look right

‘back to 1950, At that time the
coefficient of equivalency between

& turbo/supercharged and a normally
‘aspirated engine was 3, In other
words, & normally aspirated engine
of 4500cc was the equivalent to a
1600cc with forced induction, the
cld supercharged straight-eight

Alfa Romeo engine was the one t{o

beat in Grand Prix racing at that
time, Conceived before the war,
this engine would be outclassed by

the modern Vi2 4,5 litre entered by

Ferrari from mid-1950, In 1951 the
supercharged engine disappeared

from Grand Prix racing, leaving the

normally aspirated engine to exert
a2 total and unchallenged wmonopoly
in F1,

In 1961, however, the coefficient

waE reduced %o Z, a value whith

reduced the disadvantage, but this:

did not awaken any interest in such

~temperatures

the use of commercially available
fuel had been wmade compulsory in
1969, Prior to this, the only
method known to allow pistons and
valves to withstand the terrific
generated by
supercharging was to use a fuel

with an alchohol base' wmethanol,

with an extremely rich fuel/air
mixture, The excess fuel was not
burnt off, but in vaporising served
to cocl the combustion chambars,
With the arrival of the use of

commercial propellants whose latent
heat of

cited above
viable, sounding the death knell of

the supercharger, Supercharging did

Sk
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Note the two wind-shields.
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The Add] at the Dijon 10Q0km 1973
with nev air intake,
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vaporisation was wuch
lower, the internal cooling wmethod
became wmuch less:

e

contora o the 2 Litre Trophy requlations, the A440 now has two seats,

where sethanol had not been bannad,

1966 sav the implementation of new
regulations in Fl, An engine 8ize
of 3 litres wvas specified, The
equivalency factor vas 2 for forced
induction systems, as against 1. 4.

in other forss of wmotor racing,

Therefore, thanks to technological.
progress, from the meventies
onvards turbocharged  engines
appeared here there and everywhere,
Such engines would be wused in
endurance racing, but not in Fi,
The coefficient of |, 4 in endurance
racing limits the engine size to
2142cc, but increased to 2 in Fi
reduces the maximum permitted size
of a sinilar engine to 1500cc,

In comparison 10 a normally

i

Jean-Fier-e labouille debuts the A440 at Magny-Cours: May lst 1973

Dijon 19756: Lella Lonbardi (at the

wheel), with Marie-Claude Beaumont
et s R e — e ———



Dljon 1975 the aaiden race for the A442 Turbo, No, E - JIbOUlil!!LifFOuSE!

aspirated engine, the handicap of
858cc in endurance racing is more’
than compensated for by the use of
a turbo, This is how in |3975 Alpine
Renault, and later Porsche, could
field iheir very competitive cars
in endurance racing powered by 2
litre turbocharged engines, In FI
on the other hand, the handicap was
of the order of 1500cc 1n relation
to an atmospheric engine, Many
engine builders at the time,
particularly Porsche and Cosworth,
were sceptical about the
feasibility of making a 1500cc
turbocharged engine reliable whilst
still produting around 500 Bhp,
These outputs were easily achieved

by the 3 litre atwospheric engines

of Brabhanm, Ferrari, Lotus,
Maclaren and others who were
dominating F1 at the time, By
taking up the challenge, Renault
were pioneers, but the road ahead
would prove & difficult one,

THE ORIGIN;
AN ATMOSPHERIC 2 LITRE Ve

Tc begin with, there were no plans
to compete in Fl, In fact, when
Renault commissioned the Renault
Gordini  design team at Viry
Chatillon to develop a new engine
in April 1872, the Vb 1997
atmospheric engine was intended for
a 2 seater sports prototype, The
car would be conceived at Alpine 1n
Dieppe, with the intention of
entering the European champlonships
for 2 litre sporis cars, Of course
possibilities for the future were
being investigated, The main
objective to which Renault would
adwit was victory in the 24 hour
race at Le Mans; no one was yet

w

considering F1,

This 2 litre Alpine Renault sports
car, code named A440 was debuted at
Magny tours on May ist 1973, Driven
by Jean-Pierre Jabouille, the first
race for the A440 would yield a
fourth place, This initial result
was followed by other good
placings, but also by some
retirements, This trial season for
the A440 was also the one marked
by all the victories of the Q110
Berlinette, which won the World
Rally Chawpionship in 1973,

For 1974, both car and engine had
evolved, The engine was now a load-
bearing component, and the use of
magnesium  &nabled 1t to  be
lightened, The new car, codenamed
Ad4l, was both smaller and wore
streamlined, Three of them were
entered in the champtonship, two 1n
the colours of EIf and Repauit
Sport, The other, together with the
old A440, was entrusted to the
private teanm of Gerard Larousse,
After a siring of seven victories
including several one-two's, this
fantastic 1974 season would see
flpine Renault crowned European 2
fitre champions, Having achieved
their first objective, their plans
became more ambitious,

AMBITIONS ASSERTED

From the beginning of 373 Renault
had become the majority shareholder
in Alpine, although Jean Rédéle
would stay on as Director of the
company which he had created, One
consequence of this was the
regrouping at Dieppe of the entire
Renault competition service,
Rebaptised 'Renault Sport', the
department was overseen by Jacques

14
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Cheinisse, This Alpine stalwart,
one of the first o involved with
turbocharging, reported to Jean
Terramorsi, Very much motivated by
notor sport, this representative of
the Regie believed in the virtues
of turbocharging, and  its
capability to be successful at Le
Mans,

When in 1974 the engine buillders,
encouraged by the first success of
the Ad44!, were considering grafting
a turbocharger onto the 2 litre V6,
Jean Terramorsi was able to find
the necessary arguments to convince
Renault to follow this route, The
turbocharged car could now enter
the next category up, the world
championship for makes,

THE TURBO ARRIVES

The ‘'graft' was carried out in the
autuen of 1974, With the addition
of a turbocharger, the power
developed by the 2 litre V6 reached
490 Bhp at 9,900 Rpw, For the
initial tests, the engine was
installed in a 'laboratory car',
This A44t 'T' - for Turbo - was a
sinple evolution of the Addl, The
first track tests would take place
in secret in the winter ot 1974 at
the Paul Ricard circuit, Results
were promising, and the
turbocharged version of the Z litre
Ve Renault Gordini engine was
officially launched on January /th
1975,

In the spring, at the time of the
first round  of the world
championship for makes at Mugello
in Italy, the nevw car, the R442,
was not ready, [t was theretore up
to the A44) 1 to confront Altia
Romeo and Porsche, Driven by Jean-
Pierre  Jabouille and  Gérard
Larousse, it made history by
winning the race,

This victory by a new car ¢n its
maiden outing proved Very
ieportant, It validated the
technical solutions chosen by 1ts
engineers, and demonstrated the
'knos~how’' of the wmen at Alpine and
Renault &ordini, This ‘know-how'
had not always gained commensurate
recognition, as Jean-Pierre
Jabouille once confided to 'Auto-
Hebdo' when relating the F3 venture
begun in 1363; “For some years now,

sy el ey ——



our cars have ragularly Gbeen
competitive with the best cars in
the formula, 1 sometimes wonder
whether people are fully aware of
this fact, but as far as ['w
concerned, these results are due to
the collective
tean”,

In the second round of the
championship on April 6th 1975 at
Oijon, Jabouille and Larousse would
- be less fortunate, retiring with a
tightening engine, No matter, 1975
anounted to a season of testing for
the men as well as for the
machines, Only one car 15 entered,
without any serious ambition of
winning the championship, The car
15 not entered at Le Mans, nor at
other similar events which, due to
their specific regulations, forbade
the A442 from participating, An
atmospheric RA442 2 litre Vb was
hovever entered for the temale team
of Marie-Claude Beaumoni -~ Lella
Lambardi in the colours of Elf-
Switzeriand, The team were very
impressive in  practice, gaining
eighth place on the grid, but were
less fortunate in the race, At the
end of the first hour, they were
leading the 2 litre class, The car
then fell prey to fuel feed
problems, which slowed them down
before forcing their retirement in
the eighth hour,

A NEW LEADER MOVES IN

With the promotion of  Jean
Terramorsi within the Regie, two
men succeed him at the top of
Repault Sport, Jacques Cheinesse,
who would ensure the perpetuation
of the Alpine name, and G&erard
Larousse, The latter did indeed
have long standing links with
Alpine, but he was unfaithful to
the marque between 1969 and 1974,
In his book 'Alpine', published by
E.P A, Uominique Pascal says of
him: "Gerard Larousse is ready to
forget Alpine to become JOO%
Renault," At the age of 36, this
driver whose talent was polyvalent
- his record is as remarkable in
rallies as 1t is in races, also
took on the wmantle of shrewd
organiser, He had forsed his own
racing organisation, 4 the EIlf

Switzerland Team, It is he that the

S —

efforts of ocur.

leaders of the Regie would chose,
His last race would be the 1975
Tour de Corse, at the wheel of a

works AI1Q powered by a 1774
Gordini engine, After this event
the works A110's would be

officially retired from
competition, and Gerard Larousse

would hang-up his crash helmet to
take on the role of Director of
Motorsport at Renault, From then
on, Renault would have the upper
hand in its competition depariment,

The talented driver Jacques
Cheinesse  had become Alpine's
competition  manager in - 1968,

leaving the competition scene in
the year when Jean Redele's company
vas  entrusted with  Renault's
competition budget, He has since
pursued a brilliant career within
the Regie, and is currently their
product manager,

THE FIRST STEPS TOWARDS FORMULA |

By the beginning of the 1976 season
it was no longer 3 secret that
Renault were becoming interested in
Formula 1, Nevertheless, when the
Regie made its motor sports
programme public at the end of
January, no wmention was made of it
It was only in May that Renault's
hew research was made official, In
conjunction with Elf, tests were
wade with the Alpine ABO¢ single
seater, powered by a brand-new V6

L - S e
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J,P.Jebouille in the A442 Turbo on the grid of the 1000km race at Dijon

............
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Renault
engine,

Gordini turbocharged
to comply with Formula |
regulations, the engines capacity
had been reduced from 1997cc to
1432c¢ by reducing the stroke,
Renault gave priority to. the Add2
ve 2 Litre turbo and its eniry in
all rounds of the world
championship for makes, The cars’
would be quick but unreliable, and
the 1976 season proved to be more
of lessons learnt than of victories
gained,

1376, THE 2 LITRE ¥6 TURBO RENAULT-

GORDINI IS DEBUTED AT LE MANS

whilst the 24 Hour race formed an
integral part of the championship

‘in 1976, it remained unique for its

duration and the length of the
Mulsanne straight, Renault entered
just one car, numbered 19,
Everybody knows that it takes
geveral years' experience to win
this race, Renault's participation
was therefore “experimental", in
order to prepare for the following
year’'s svent,

Two cars were run during practice,
The first, chassis no, 442/00, had
not been set up specifically, since
its purpose was  to enable the
drivers, Jean-Pierre Jabouills,
Patrick Tambay and José Dolhem to
practice whilst saving the other
car, chassis no, 442/02 for the
race, The latter had been developed

10
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Gérard Larrousse,

specifically for this race and
sported a much longer tail section
than on the 1000Km versions, The
sngine was unchanged, but had been
built a long time ago with this

race in mind, using a selection of .

the best Renault-Gordini parts,
With a time of 3'33",1, Jean-Fierre

Jabouille was fastest in practice,
over six seconds quicker than the.
Porsche 936 driven by Jacky Ickx,
This tiwe was set by the great

Jean-Pierre  Jabouille  without
pushing the car to the limit, as he
confided to 'Auto-Hebdc': The A442
is amazing on the track, Wilh very
little downforce it is still
remarkably stable whether on full
or empty tanks, The brakes are very
good, It is a wmuch better car ail
round than the Matra,“ This was
indeed a great compliment,

times, in 1972, '73 and '74,
Jabouille knew the <cars well,
having driven them here,

Jabouille led away from the start,

He was in front for & laps before
heading for the pits for & planned
stop to check the various
tenperatures,
fact that Renault had come here
with no other

. subsequently

Matra
had won the 24 Hour race three:

This emphasised the

ambition than to
learn, When the no, 19 car left the |

pits it was in third place, but
dropped to
seventh due to ignition problems
vhich necessitated two pit siops,
Once out on the track again, the

Add2 began to wake up for lost:
tive, Jabouille set a lap record:

of 3'43" on his 63th lap, at an
average speed of 123,13 mph,

The car climbed back into third
place, and for a while Tambay
even led the race when the two
leading Porches were in the pits,
At 01, 15am however, the no, 18 car
headed for the pits tor an
unscheduled stop, with the V& turbo
engine going oftf  song, The
mechanics spent more than an hour
working on the engine, and

dismantled the right hand cylinder
head, Frang{ois Castaing, one of the"

chief engine builders responsible
for the conception of the V6 -
he joined Gordini when Amédée
himgelf was in charge - told the
crowd of reporters assembled around
the car; “If it's a valve, no
probles, ve'll replace it,”
Unfortunately a holed piston was
the culprit,

This spelt the end for the A442 Vb
Turbo no, 19 which was sill 1n
seventh place in the 10th hour, It
finally disappeared from the leader
board in the §tth hour, The fuel
supplied by the organisers was
suspected 1o be at the root of the
problem, since it was believed to
be below the required octane
rating,

The fuel supplied by Elf was of a°

higher octane rating and had never
occasivned aNY sroblems in
other rounds of the championship,
[t must be sald that Le Mans places
wuch wore stress on an engine
than any other race, especially in
view of the three mile long
straight which is negotiated flat
cut every three minutes for 24
hours on end, A real test for a

turbocharged engine, With this
experience under  their  belts,
Renault could reassess the 1977
effort,

The R442 was now rebaptised |
Renault Alpine, with the Regie:
asserting their  suthority, and:
the other rounds of the

chaspionship were
favour of Le Mans,

neglected in
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THE PREPARATION OF THE Ad42 V6.
TURBO IS PERFECTED

A series of tests began as early as
the winter, in preparation for this.
event with its particular demands,
The nights of all engine-builders
are haunted by the 3-mile long
Hunandieres straight, and many of
the engine parg were redesigned as
a result,

¢ The pistons, which had caused
problems, were redesigned, and the
compression ratio changed,

¢ The timing was altered, since the
reliability of the valve springs
was in doubt in endurance racing,

® A special 'injection' cam lobe

was designed, This would determine
a specific mixture richness which'
reduced the temperature at the
exhaust when the engine 15 at full
revs, This helped preserve the
valves and the turbo vanes,

¢ The exhaust system was redesigned
for the same reason, and the pipe
bores were enlarged,

# A regulator was fitted to the oil
punp, This was to counter the
problems that had been experienced
with conrod bolts on the Vb6 engines
during the whole of the previous
geason, It was hoped that the
operating temperature of the engine
could be kept more .stable despite
the wide variation of ambient
temperature, Le Mans can be very
hot in the day, and very cold at
night, )

The cooling of the engine and the
ventilation of the fuel system and
the engine compariment were also
improved, The driver was not
forgotten, however, Since ‘the
cockpit comfort and cooling were
also improved, As far as the
chassis was concerned, little was
changed except that the power of
the brakes was virtually doubled by .

the adoption of larger diameter
discs, In addition the rear discs

were outboard to facilitate quick
replacement it necessary, Atter
having rewoved the wheel, there
were only two screws to undo betore
the caliper could be removed,

The gearbox was strengthened, since
gear wheels had broken on several
occasions the previous year, A

-special crownwheel and pinion was

manufactured by Hewland to suit the

e ——— e e e e ——tl



best <tyres that Michelin could
offer, Their disseter required
final drive ratic that was
unavailable for the TL200 Mk 1]
gearbox that they were using at the
time, Francois Castaing, promoted
gt the end of '76 to the position
of Techrical Director at Renault
Sport, had this to say regarding
the gearbox in the issue of 'Sport
Ruto' which appeared just before
the 24 Hour race: “We have
endeavoured to make the gearbox as
reliable and easy to use as
possible, W¥e have found that
drivers have experienced difficulty
in changing gears towards the end
of a 24 hour race, and we have
tried to make their job easier,”
The bodywork was evolving too, lhe
front wheel arches were enlarged to
enable 14 inch wheels to be fitted
instead of 13 inch, and larger
tyres were fitted, The larger
wheels allowed the bigger brakes
to be fitted, and the larger tyres
used so that the same rolling

reédius could be maintained, Larger
tyres were aiso fitted at the rear,
the cause of the final drive
modifications out-lined above, The
rear bodywork was in fact a mixture
of old and new, since it was
‘lifted’ from the A220 V8 3 litre
Renault Gordini, The profile was
chosen after the long tail of the
1976 version and the short tall
frox the 1000 k» versions had been
cospared,

Much testing was required to
validate the solution that had been
adopted, since any change, no
matter how slight can have
unexpected si1de eftects, Indeed,
wounting the rear brake discg in
the wheels caused the gaiters

packed with grease which surrounded

the universal joints to overheat,
The rubber, when hot, lost itis
gealing capacity, provoking &
series of breakdowns,

In January, February and April,
some endurance teste were carrled
out at Faul Ricard, During these

tests, the wmechanics ware trained
to work in similar conditions #o
those encountered at Le Mans, R
replica of a Le Many pit was builti
They rehearsed pitstops countless
tines, with wheel changes, repairs
etc, Pitstops ware recorded on film
s0 they could be analysed when
played back at slow speed, so that
optimun novanents could be
developed for each member of the
crev,

At the end of this series of tests,
the test car, which had already had
a season of 1000 ke races under its
belt, had clocked up 21,000 miles!
This car would not be used at Le
Hans, Instead, two low mileage cars
from the previous season and one
new car would be prepared,

From Mille Niles No. 18

Text: Pierre Veneau
Photos: Fierre & Jean Veneau
English translation: Ian Anderson
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Jean-Pierre Jaussaud at the wheel of the A442 B at the exit from Mulsanne
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A110 - Four-wheel drive!

Let us suppose that, in an idle moment, you
pondered on the idea of ueing your Alpine o
bit more competitively. Let us suppose, for
the sake of argument, that Autotests most
appealed to your sporting i1nstincts. You
might pump up the tyres, perhaps get the
handbrake to work. Hillclimbs? Buy a crash
helmet, stick eome numbers on the doore. The
Tunieian Rally? A few subtle alterations
geuch as four-wheel drive, front engine and
s0 on might be 1in order. Now, that's an
idea. ...

Didier Dubois, garagiste and ace wechanic, has his car
repair business at Roubaix, near Lille in Northern
France, And the 15989 Tunisian Rally appealed to hinm,
Because he loves Alpines, and his own AI10 [300 Gordin:
in particular, it was an AII0 or nothing, The
conditions on the rally meant that tour-wheel drive was
essential, so the answer was obvious; build a very
special Alpine, He knew that he had the expertise to
construct a car, and that suitable mechanical parts
were available, and designed what wmust be the most

cutrageous A110 yet,

Once the idea and the design were there, he sé&t out to
attract the necessary sponsorship that would allow him
to compete, The Catch-2 was that the sponsors needed
proof that the car existed before they would pay up,
and that he couldn't build the car without sponsorship,
FPas de probiewe! He jacked-up his 13006, propped 1% up
on wooden blocks a couple of feet in the air, and stood
a couple of big wheels under it, The photos looked
convincing enough to give Didier the go ahead, and

start on the real thing,

Once an All0 bodyshell was obtained - with great
difficulty -, the car took ornly six weeks to buiid, The
chasgis is the floorpan from a Renmault 4 Fourgonette
van, with a drivetrain from SINPAR, who specialise in
4¥D engineering, and produce R4 and RIZ conversions
apongst others, The concept behind the project was to
use only Renault parts, and an RS Alpine (5 Gordini)
engine was fitted at the front, The R4 chassis meant
that the Alpine body had to be lengthened by about
10ca, between the botiom of the front screen and the
boot opening, The fuel tank is at the back, the
radiator i1n the nose, The location of the gearbox meant
that the Renault 4 gear linkage was used, compiete with
'umbrella handie' gear lever on the dashboard, The
front section of the bodywork - wings and bonnet -
hinges forward for access to the engine, The
wheelarches were removed from the bodywork and
relocated much lower, Without this wmodification, there
would be about 12 inches of space between the rear
wheel and the archl

The Tunisian Rally was the firet event for the car,
sadly Didier was forced to retire when the radiator was
damaged, The subsequent overheating warped the cylinder
head, the engine was beyond repair, The Alpine has been
successful 1n a few swmaller events since then' those
who saw 1t on the circuit atlroix will know that it has
surprisingly good performance both on and otf the
course, Its days in Monsieur Dubois’ hands may be
nuwbered though, as 1t makes way for his next project.
8 Porsche 356 four-wheel drive - believe that if you
willl
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was a great weekend despite the weather. It saw thellargest
meeting of A110's in the country to date, 27 cars altogether
and by far the biggest group of cars on show. |

We missed a great ocpportunity in not being able to
organise an Al110 display for the Donington Classic Race
Meeting a few weekends later. Instead the Cobra Owners Club
put on the lunchtime display but they also had a race
scheduled for later in the day.

Whilst many ot the club attended the weekend at Croix en
Ternois in September, three of us went down to Dijon for the
Alpine and Gordini meeting there. Richard Woore took his
1600 5, David Storey took his V85 and it was the first long
Journey for my V85 1800..It was essentlally a trouble tree
tive days and I was glad of the company with & rebuilt car
on its first time out. The meeting was a success and we came
away with a couple of awards. | |

Having ftailed to get an entry on the 2nd Tour Ile de
Beaute, we decided to have our holiday-at thé same time and
go and see what 1t was all about. To cut = long story short
we ended up taking part in the event in thé‘place of someone
who had to cancel their entry, We were in the A310 and had
an incredible three days driving around the island with 120
Other cars mainly A110's. We saw more of the island in those |
three days than we had in the past six years and there were
ali the other favourite French pastimes as well!!'!

On the way home we called at a number of Alpine parts

suppliers to see what was available and what was not. Rev.

action dashboard switches and early type door catches . (at
last’>. Rear 'screens in glass are now almost unobtainable
but perspex ones still are.

SO now comes the most difficult part of the holiday -

22 Besbury Park, Minchinhampton, Stroud, Glos. GLE 9EN  Tel 0453-882065/750364 | -
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getting back to work.
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Geographical distribution of
Club Alpine Renault Members

South East 90
Wales and Midlands 41
North West 28
South West 5
Scotland 4
North East |
Holland ]
Guernsey 1
Denmark 1
Spain 2
Sweden A
Italy 1
# Other 3
e ————




MODEL REGISTRARS '
‘“————-—-“——*-f-———————————-“————f-f——-——————————————*——- e
when owners need information or advice the Registrar should be their first contact, and
act as a clearing house, if you like, between the owner and the wealth of experience,
and information within the Club as a whole. Conversations with Club Members often leave
the impression that they are frustrated at being unable to get accurate information, or
are not sure who to approsch to obtain it. = It should be kept in mind that problems
with spare parts and so on are rarely unique, and that it is likely that other owners
can offer their experience to help you. Please make use of the service offered by

your Registrar, and let us help you to maintain and enjoy your Alpine.

GTA GTA A310

Mr Kevin Martin Mr Stephen Waslsh Mr Paul Sage

9 Eastside Avenue 'Hedgerows', 106 Upper Way 11 Oaks Avenue
Westhill Upper Langdon, Upper Norwood
Aberdeenshire AB3 6QQ Nr. Rugeley, Staffs. W515 1QD London SE19 1QY
Tel. Q224 743091 Tel. 0543 490851 Tel 081 670 7007
Alpine A110 Renault 5 Turbo Spares information:
Mr Chris Rabbets Mr Gilbert Holbourne Mr Laban Price

<2 Besbury Park 22 Glebe Road 5/ Launceston Drive
Minchinhampton, Stroud LLondon Hugglescote
Gloucester G16 SEN SW13 OEA Leicester LE6 ZHW
Tel. 0453 882065 Tel. 081 876 7503 Tel. 0530 37026

102 Woodland Road, Upper Norwood. SE18.
u os 081-766 6480 l'ele/Ansaphone/Fax.

What the Papers say. . .

"...nothing but praise for the Alpine. However, I have less than
praise for the Renault dealer who supplied 1t, @ and Renault (UK §
customer services, who 1in my experience appear to have little or no
intfluence cover their franchised dealers when things go wrong. Lack of
experlence, disinterest, plus the fact that you and your pride and Joy
get the same treatment as Renault 5 owners ... GTAs are a bit more
scphisticated. *

Letter in Performance Car, November

"Remember that Just cleaning and repainting worn out parts does not
constitute restoration! The aim should be to get the car to drive like
new as well as looking good,*

Tony Dron, Editor, Classic Cars, November

There you have 1t! Unusual and classic cars need speclalist care and attention from

people who have lived with the type for years. No matter how good the Main Agent's

§ training on modern cars, this does not relate well to the peculiar problems on

special and old models, in particular old parts supply and special tactory 'works'

modifications. Our full or part restorations involve complete dismantling and
original new parts, |

Staff at P J Autos go back 20 years with sporting Renaults, and cover all models

ot Gordini, Alpine, Caravelle etc. For very individual attention and a personal
Interest in your special car, come to our new custom workshops near Crystal Palace,

south London. Collection and delivery service,

Kenault Alpine und Gordini Specialists
Sales, Scrvice and Resteration of Clussic Cary
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LONDONS LARGEST PERFORMANCE CENTRE o
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ALPINE i

Eﬁ%;ﬁ;full KONI suspension. Price new £35, 800 £27.950:;J;:::
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1986 GTA Vo TURBO
Black with velour interior £13, 950

LN BN ENEE ]
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iinniiniManufactured 1970, restored late 80's to 'S’ specificatdon. T
Hiiiinnls-gpeed gearbox. white £15, 950 i
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i TURBO 1 & 2
R | 081 Turbo 1
SIS Red, 4000 km. Immaculate £29, 950

N

__________ W1984 Turbo 2 siiahs
Hiiiiiipaar] with tan interior £14,950 05 ik

i RENAULT 21 TURBO i

{1989 (G) 21 Turbo, White with black leather £11, 895 i hi

iiiiii1ggg 21 Turbo. White with black leather £9, 995 o

R o ge sSstock of new and used 5
T Turbos always availilabl
N O m st ock. N e W GTA' s
Mavall abl e 1includinsgs t hhe I € W
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FOR SALE & WANTED

FOR SALE

weber side draught carb., and
inlet manifold to fit non-
crossf{low 856G, 1108, 128949, 1397
engines. Jetted tor 12883
Lt e e E£110,00
Brand new distributor for V6
A310, R30 ......... ... £30

Four brand new 185/70/13 tyres
A o S B =Y =

Mike Hayton ........02953 5167
FOR SALE

1985 Renault 5 GTL 1100 cc. 5

speed, 4 door, alloy wheels,
sunroof, stereo radio
cassette, new exhaust,
battery, recent full service.
Very clean, reliable and
economical. NO rust.
e, £1750 or near offer
Phone 071 402 0233
FOR SALE

A110 1108cc, SRR /9F. 1864,
White with black original
interior. Excellent 1lnoughout
in concours condition. Long
Tax & MQOi, One of the best
left!

e 212,000 or near offer
FPaul Madden

23

FOR SALE (see photo)

Renault 5 Turbo 2.. Mid-engined

super car, 1985, right-hand
drive, excel lent original
condition, Jjet black, 40,000
miles, MOT/Tax. Enthusiasts
dream, c'est magnifique!

rev e eesreas s £14, 500
Tel. 0492 8741569

o

home: 082684 2110
work: 0789 267208 works spec. car with rose- ADVERTISING IN LE JOURNAL
— e e -~—-—=—  jointed suspension, 240cv
WANTED engine, lightwelght panels and
many other special {eatures. For full details of our
Parts tor A310 2700VA. Taxed, MOT'd. £25,000 or near advertising rateﬁ, please
Vehicle under restoration, of fer. (Sale due Lo 1600 S write to:
requires complete interior, disease).
all glass, bonnet, right door, Ted Walker 0453 543243 Le Journal
lights, electrics, SOme - —TTom—moo—- T R T 77 Idmiston Road
suspension/brake parts etc. FOR SALE Stratford
All parts, any condition London E15 IRG
considered. Parts from Renault 5 Gordini
Tel. Bristcol (0272} 8b68H41 Turbo: Engine complete with
after 6.30 pm. Turbo, carb, plpework, exhaust Small ads. may be placed
e e e etc. Pair of doors with free of charge by «club
FOR SALE electric windows. Tallgate. members, with a charge of £5
Front stub axle assemblies 1f a photo is included. This
kenault 5 Turbo 1, Group B with discs & calipers. Rear is to cover preparation
"Cevennes". One of 25 customer calipers. costs,
Rally Cars built by Renault &£250 for engine/turbo, haggle
Sport. Full gompetition for ithe rest. Prese date for the February
history from new. A proper Phone: 04024 44047 issue is 15th January 199].
—— e —_— - —_—



‘CLUB ALPINE RENAULT

MEMBERSHTIP APPLICATION FORM

C.A.R. LIMITED IS AFFILIATED TO THE R. A.C. MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION LTD.

NM: 4 & & & & 04 # b ¥ %4 8 % 0 ¥ ¥ ¥ * % % & F 4 4 ¥ ® ¥ ¥ F 4 & B % 4 4 & ¥ 4 4 ¥ F % ¥ i ¢ 4 & & ® & B & » 9 4 B F A4 4 pED & B0 A ¥ F B
ADDRESS: o« v ve s evessestnse st mne e et et e
.............................................. Postcode., . ... . ... . +.
TEL. NO8B. ..+ ¢t v vsnvoocns PR 4 - o) 11 = 2R (Business)
TYPES OF UEHICLES: PN & B %+ 4 ¥ 4 N ¥ F &£ F W EL ¥oE 4 4 4% 3 B B 4 4 F K ¥ B OE W 4 F 4 1 4 @ 4 1 W %k b 4 1 4 F 4 1 F 4 d ¥ ¥4
REGISTRATION NOsS. .. .. ittt oaenn ettt et et e e e e e e e e
MEMBERSHIP FEES
Full Year Membership Half Year Membership
£25 Full Membership fi4
£30 Family Membership £18
£35 Overseas Residents ———
£25 Associate Membership £14

Please make cheques & postal orders payable to C.A.R. Limited. Payments [rom overseas
members by Sterling cheque only. Includes Airmail.

All subscriptions become due on July 31st each year. Hal{ year membership starits on
February 1st each year.

My interests are: Concours d‘'Elegance O European Eventis [
English Events 0 Competition Events [
Please tick ¢ Social Events 0]

For our records, please let the Membership Secretary know at his address il you sell
your car.

GUARANTEE

I undertake to contribute such amount as may be required, not exceeding £5, pur suant
to clause 5 of the Company's Memorandum of Association in the event of the Company
being wound up.

I agree to abide by the general competition rules of the R A.C. Motor Sportis
Assoclation Ltd. I further agree that said information on this form may be kept on a
computer record to be used solely for the administiration of the Company. I understand
that sald information will not be divulged to anyone other (han a member or an
of ficer of the company without my prior consent.

Please send this form together with the relevant monies to the Membership Secretary:
Mr Laban Price, 57 Launceston Drive, Hugglescote, Coalville, Leicester LE6 2HW
Tel: 0530 37026

Registered in England
Registered Office: Windsor House, Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LF
Registered Number 2521259
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GLUB ALPINE RENAULT G.B. COMMITTEE MEMBERS

CHAI RMAN | MIKE HAYTON
VICE-CHAIRMAN CHRIS RABBETS
TREASURER TREVOR PARKER
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY LABAN PRICE

COMPETITIONS SECRETARY DEAN PRICE

MAGAZINE EDITOR NICK BARLTROP

PRESS OFFICER KEITH HOPE~LANG

FOREIGN LIASON OFFICER TAN ANDERSON

15A Church Walk

Stourport On Severn
Worcestershire DY13 OAL

Phone: 02993 5167

22 Besbury Park
Minchinhampton

Stroud, Cloucestershire
Phone: 0453 882065 (home)
0453 750864 (day)

'ipacabana’

Hillcote, Bleadon Hill
Weston Super Mare

Avon BS24 S8JS

57 Launceston Drive
Hugglescote

Leicester LE6 2HW -

Phone: 0530 37026

57 Launceston Drive
Hugglescote

Lelicester LEG6 2Z2HW

Phone: 0530 37026

77 Idmiston Road

Stratford, London E15 1RG
Phone: 081 534 4581

0ld Barn
Upper Weald, Calverton
Milton Keynes MK19 GEL

64 Drax Avenuse
West Wimbledon
London SW20 OEY

Phone: 081 946 3671

GENERAL COMMITTEE MEMBERDG:
PAUL SAGE 11 Qaks Avenue NIGEL DODSWORTH Thorney Hall
Upper Norwood Spennithorne
London L.eyburn
SE19 1QY North Yorkshire
NICK SEDDON 5 Lowerfarm | ROY SMITH 20 Conniston Road
Hatton Linslade
Warwick Leighton Buzzard

BOB GIBSON 85 Stonehill Road
Leigh on Sea
Essex
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